
 

 

Terrington Burial Authority 
incorporated within 

Terrington with Wiganthorpe and Ganthorpe 

Parish Council 

Terrington Parish Burial Ground Draft Regulations v2 

1. GENERAL 

1.1 The Burial Ground is normally open to the public between dawn and dusk each day. 

1.2 The Burial Ground is administered by and is under the charge of the Clerk to Terrington Burial Authority, which is 
now a fully integrated part of Terrington Parish Council. The Clerk is the ‘officer’ appointed by the Burial Authority in the 
form of Terrington Parish Council, to, on their behalf, carry out duties to enable the operational function of the cemetery 
including giving permissions or otherwise as required by law and the policies of the Authority so as to allow the acts of 
burial and interment of cremated remains as well as permitting the erection of appropriate monuments. 

1.3 Terrington Burial Authority will maintain the Burial Ground in a good and decent order. The Burial Authority reserves 
the right to prune, cut back or remove shrubs or trees within the cemetery at any time for the purpose of maintenance. 

1.4 Plans of the Burial Ground are kept at the home of the Clerk and may be seen by appointment at a place to be 
agreed when the appointment is made. A copy of the table of fees may also be obtained from the Clerk or from the 
Parish Council website:  www.terringtonpc.co.uk . All Burial Records are kept at the residence of the Clerk and will be 
made available to individuals with an established interest who can request information from the Clerk. 

1.5 Terrington Burial Ground is offered as a final resting place for residents of the Parish. However, the Burial Authority 
will accept not only those who are or who have been residents of Terrington, Wiganthorpe or Ganthorpe but also those 
with close connections to the Parish, be this having resident or former resident family or from working or having worked 
in the Parish and upon the payment of the fees applicable at the time of the issuing of a Deed of Grant of Exclusive 
Right of Burial or of Interment of Cremated Remains and at the time of burial or interment. It should be noted that the 
fee scale applies to residents, whilst those permitted who are not residents at the time of death will be required to pay a 
fee double that of the published scale.  Any person not an inhabitant of Terrington, Wiganthorpe or Ganthorpe 
immediately before death or determined by the Clerk to not have a close connection with the Parish, will not be 
permitted to be buried or interred in this cemetery. 

2. BURIALS and INTERMENTS OF CREMATED REMAINS 

2.1 For a burial or interment of cremated remains (ashes) to take place in our cemetery, there are effectively three 
component parts to the overall process. First is the purchase of the right to use part of the ground of the cemetery for a 
burial or interment of ashes. This may happen years before or at the time of the funeral. Next is the actual act of burial 
or interment of ashes. After a lapse of time the third step is to permit the erection of a headstone, memorial stone or 
plaque.  

2.2 The Burial Authority will issue a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Rights of Burial to a person in an allocated grave or a 
Deed of Grant of Exclusive Rights for the Interment of Cremated Remains in an allocated plot. This Grant of Rights is 
for a period of 99 years, that period commencing on the date the grant is made, not the date of burial unless the two 
coincide. This grant is subject to the payment of the appropriate scale fee applicable at the time of allocation. 

2.3 In purchasing Exclusive Rights of Burial or Rights for the Interment of Cremated Remains, you are not buying the 
freehold of the grave or plot. That will still belong to the Burial Authority, Terrington Parish Council. But you are buying 
ownership of Rights that will be registered, that ownership being in the name of the person specified on the application. 
The Deed of Grant is therefore an important document which should be preserved.  

2.4 The registered owner of the Exclusive Rights of Burial has the right to allow a burial to take place in that allocated 
grave. If you are the registered owner, then you have an automatic right to be buried but you can allow others to be 
buried in that grave, space permitting. Terrington Cemetery will allow for the burial in one plot of up to two persons, 
provided that the appropriate allowance is made at the time of the first burial which should be at double depth. It is also 
permissible for the interment of ashes in an actual grave as opposed to a plot specifically and only for the interment of 
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cremated remains. In this case the Burial Authority allows up to six interments this being three at double depth and 
three above, or one burial at double depth and three interments above provided that the initial interments were at 
suitable depth.   

2.5 If you are the registered owner of Exclusive Rights for the Interment of Cremated Remains, then you also have an 
automatic right to interment in your plot but instead and also you may allow for others to be interred, provided that the 
appropriate allowance is made at the time of first interment at double depth. Two interments are permitted in one such 
plot. Interment plots must only be used for the interment of ashes. 

 

2.6 The allocation of all grave spaces and plots for the interment of cremated remains is made by the Clerk on the basis 
of the next available grave or plot being a continuation of the line or lines of graves or plots currently assigned for that 
purpose.  

2.7 No burial shall take place, or any memorial placed relating thereto, without the prior permission of the Clerk to the 
Burial Authority. All excavations for the burial or interment shall be undertaken only by persons approved by the Burial 
Authority 

2.8 A minimum of 48 hours notice of an intended burial or interment of cremated remains shall be given, prior to the 
burial or interment, this being to the Clerk and then confirmed in writing within 24 hours.  

2.9 Every notice of a burial shall be on the form provided or otherwise agreed by the Burial Authority and must contain a 
full and true statement of the particulars required and be signed by the applicant. All fees and charges shall be paid at 
the time of giving notice and no interment will be allowed to take place in any grave for which any fees remain unpaid 
unless an ‘account’ arrangement has been agreed by the Burial Authority or is on the basis of an approved established 
business relationship with the undertaker. 

2.10 Orders or instructions received by telephone shall be confirmed in writing within 24 hours. The Burial Authority in 
the form of Terrington Parish Council will not accept responsibility for loss of any remittances or instructions forwarded 
by post. 

2.11 The Registrar’s Certificate (‘Green Form’) or Coroner’s Certificate (‘White Form’) for the disposal must be made 
available prior to a burial taking place. A Certificate of Cremation should be provided where possible before or 
immediately following an interment of ashes. It is noted that interment of ashes may not take place for some time after 
the cremation. 

2.12 Cremated remains may be interred ‘loose’, or in urns and caskets of a suitable design and construction which must 
be biodegradable 

2.13 A second burial in an existing grave or interment of cremated remains in an existing plot where that allocation 
predates the issuing of a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Rights of Burial or of Interment of Cremated Remains is permitted 
subject to confirmation from the Clerk and with the permission of the family, estate or representatives of the first burial. 
This is provided that such actions also conform to the regulations specified in 2.4 or 2.5 above. 

2.14 Ownership of your Exclusive Rights of Burial or for the Interment of Cremated Remains can be transferred, in your 
own lifetime or at some point after your death. There are set procedures for allowing this to happen and these would 
need to be followed. However, in order to enable this, it would be helpful or in some cases necessary, to have the Deed 
of Grant to hand, thus reinforcing the need to preserve the document. 

3. MEMORIALS (Burials) 

3.1 Before the erection of any memorial or other work relating to a burial plot an application must be made to the Burial 
Authority. This application must include a drawing/sketch with measurements and nature of the proposed memorial 
including materials to be used, along with full details of proposed inscription. Subject to approval and on payment of the 
appropriate fees, authorisation will be granted. No memorial may be erected or inscription made unless approved by the 
Clerk to the Burial Authority. 

3.2 All Memorials shall be constructed of good quality stone with all fixings made in accordance with recognised trade 
standards (Recommendations of National Association of Monumental Masons or equivalent) and shall be stabilised 
using the recommended underground fixing. Headstones shall be erected vertically on the outer edge of the plot at the 



 

 

head of the grave and shall not exceed 39 inches (1000mm) in height measured from the ground, 26 inches (660mm) in 
width, 4inches (100mm) in thickness on an appropriate plinth.  

3.3 In the event of neglect of any memorial making it a public hazard, after 3 months notice posted or delivered to the 
last known address of the owner, the Burial Authority shall have the right to remove or otherwise dispose of any such 
memorial as they may direct. The Burial Authority reserves the right to take any such action as may be deemed 
appropriate in cases of neglected or vandalised memorials which in particular, have become a danger to the public and 
the cost of such action may be sought from the family or legal representatives. 

3.4 All materials must be transported within the Burial Ground by hand or on carts or trucks with wheels of not less than 
100mm (four inches) in width. 

3.5 All persons erecting headstones or memorials must use such means as to protect the grass and the walks as 
directed by the Clerk or a nominated representative and shall be responsible for the clearing of the site following 
erection of the same including surplus materials. 

3.6 The erection (or renewal) of a wooden cross is not allowed other than for a temporary period not exceeding six 
months, following interment. In default of this regulation the Burial Authority reserves the right to remove any such 
cross. 

3.7 Trees and shrubs must not be planted on purchased graves. The Burial Authority will remove any shrubs or 
trees that have been planted in the vicinity of burial plots and the cremated remains area of the Burial Ground. 
This is to facilitate proper and effective maintenance of the burial ground. 

3.8 No grave shall be raised by the use of turf, or other means, above the level of the ground in the immediate vicinity. 

3.9 No vases (other than those incorporated within a memorial), shrubs, trees, artificial wreaths, railings, 
fencing, kerbs or other structures enclosing the grave, nor surface chippings shall be permitted. Any breach of 
this condition may result in the removal of any such items by the Burial Authority. This is to facilitate the 
proper and effective maintenance of the burial ground. Where other tributes are left on a grave this must be 
within 24 inches (610 mm) from the head of the grave only, to facilitate maintenance of the cemetery. They 
should be regarded as temporary and worn or damaged items, along with decaying wreaths or flowers will be 
removed. 

4. MEMORIALS (Cremated Remains) 

4.1 Before the erection of any memorial or wall plaque relating to an interment plot, an application must be made to the 
Burial Authority. This application must include a drawing/sketch with measurements and nature of the proposed 
memorial including materials to be used, along with full details of proposed inscription. Subject to approval and on 
payment of the appropriate fees, authorisation will be granted. No memorial may be erected or inscription made unless 
approved by the Clerk to the Burial Authority. 

4.2 A memorial tablet of a good quality natural stone material not exceeding 27 inches (696mm) height and 22 inches 
(559mm) wide ensuring this is on an appropriate plinth but itself a maximum of 24inches (610mm) wide, with an 
inscription previously approved by the Clerk may be placed on the plot at ground level. As an alternative, a wall plaque 
may be installed on the cemetery wall using appropriate fixings being a maximum width of 17 inches (432) and 12 
inches height (305mm). 

4.3 No vases (other than those incorporated within a memorial), shrubs, trees, artificial wreaths, railings, 
fencing, kerbs or other structures enclosing the interment plot, nor surface chippings shall be permitted. Any 
breach of this condition may result in the removal of any such items by the Burial Authority. 

5. GENERAL CONDUCT 

The Burial Authority reserves to itself the power to make alterations from time to time in the foregoing rules and 
regulations. 

 

Approved by Terrington Parish Council on (date)  


